Announcement to prospective graduate students

The University of Toronto is planning a major expansion of its graduate programs beginning in the fall of 2007.  For the Department of Anthropology, this means an increase of up to 40% in graduate student enrolment.  In my Paleoanthropology lab, I am looking specifically for new students interested in Miocene and early Pliocene hominid evolution and biogeography.  I have opportunities for students in field work and in the analysis of new fossil specimens, and I am also initiating several new collaborations with labs in Toronto and Europe that will result in access by students to new analytical and imaging techniques.  My current students are working on issues as diverse as paleoecology and paleobiogeography on one end, to ontogeny of hominoid wrist bones and dietary adaptations in European Miocene catarrhines on the other.  In addition to the funding package describe below, students traditionally receive department and lab support for pilot projects, thesis research, and conference presentations and also have an excellent record in securing external funds.  Below is a brief, general description of the biological anthropology program at the University of Toronto.  For questions about my lab, contact me by email or phone.
Biological Anthropology at The University of Toronto.

Biological anthropology, also known as evolutionary anthropology, is a subdiscipline devoted to the holistic study of humans and non-human primates in their biological, evolutionary, and demographic dimensions. Faculty and students at the University of Toronto are placing their unique stamp on the future development of biological anthropology and related disciplines such as global health, forensic science, human biology, primate conservation biology, anatomy, and paleoecology. The graduate and undergraduate curricula provide access to related science fields, including human biology and anatomy.  Faculty currently pursue field research in sub-Saharan Africa, Europe, South America, North America, and Madagascar.  The work of biological anthropology faculty in the department is diverse, with foci on paleoanthropology (David Begun, Michael Schillaci), human and primate evolution (David Begun, Shawn Lehman, Susan Pfeiffer, Esteban Parra, Michael Schillaci, Daniel Sellen), primate evolutionary ecology (Shawn Lehman, Joyce Parga, Michael Schillaci), forensic anthropology (Martin Evison, Susan Pfeiffer, Tracy Rogers, Mirjana Roksandic), molecular anthropology (Martin Evison, Joyce Parga, Esteban Parra, Michael Schillaci) and the nutrition and health of past and present human populations (Esteban Parra, Susan Pfeiffer, Larry Sawchuck, Dan Sellen, Michael Schillaci, Mirjana Roksandic).  Recent research projects have been funded by NSERC, SSHRC, CIHR, CRC, NIH, NSF, CIDA, and WHO.  Our biological anthropology faculty are active in numerous university, provincial, national and international scientific societies, research collaborations, training initiatives, editorial boards and grant agency review panels, and students have access to a wealth of professional networking opportunities.

University of Toronto offers funding (tuition plus living allowance) to all applicants admitted to its masters and doctoral programs.  Funds comprise a combination of scholarship awards and teaching or research assistantships. In addition to the doctoral program, we offer a 2-year MSc and 12 month course-work based MA, which are good choices for students wanting to strengthen their background in anthropology prior to embarking on a PhD, or planning to work in an applied field.  Check out the details on our website: http://www.chass.utoronto.ca/anthropology
Faculty in Biological Anthropology at the University of Toronto
David Begun paleoanthropology, hominoids, biogeography, Hungary, Turkey, Romania.

Martin Evison forensics, craniofacial identification, genetics, Brazil. 

Shawn Lehman primatology, conservation biogeography,  evolutionary ecology, Madagascar. 

Joyce Parga primatology, socio-sexual behavior, reproductive strategies, genetics, USA.

Esteban Parra molecular anthropology, epidemiology, forensic science, USA, South America. Susan Pfeiffer skeletal biology, foraging adaptations, forensic anthropology, South Africa.

Tracy Rogers forensic anthropology, human skeletal variability, GIS, Canada.

Mirjana Roksandic bioarchaeology, hunter gatherers, Mesolithic burials, Portugal.

Larry Sawchuck historical demography, health, disease, urban populations, Gibraltar. 

Michael Schillaci primate zoology, growth variability, disease transmission, USA, SE Asia. 

Dan Sellen biocultural anthropology, human ecology, global health, North America, Africa.

